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A fusion of classical modernist music by 

Nash the Slash with the surrealist paintings of 

Robert Vanderhorst

The exhibit, titled Two Artists, features visual and musical collaborations from two of Canada’s most acclaimed artists

Robert Vanderhorst 

Robert Willem Vanderhorst is a self-taught artist with a talent inherited from his father and a technique born of a strong Dutch tradition in art. Emigrating from Holland to Canada in 1951, he now lives in Toronto, Canada. In 1979, he began publishing limited editions of his images under Vanderhorst Graphics. In 1973, he held his first solo exhibition. Over the next three and a half decades, Vanderhorst’s imagery has been used in many diverse ways, including in music videos, television programs, live stage productions and record jacket designs, as well as illustrations in psychology journals and aviation book covers. His paintings have been featured in almost thirty exhibitions, culminating in two major retrospectives at the St. Lawrence Hall, Toronto in 2004 and 2005. Vanderhorst’s work has also been featured and explored in two DVDs titled View from the Gallery 1 and View from the Gallery 2. 

A new book on Vanderhorst’s work titled, “Thirty Three years Twenty Six Paintings” has also recently been released. The book includes an introduction and short story titled, “The Yacht Club” by famed film director, George A. Romero 
Vanderhorst’s surreal style and detailed imagery appeals to collectors with an eye for art and an open mind. The bizarre imagination and attention to fine detail in the classical paintings of Spanish surrealist Salvador Dali was the initial inspiration for Robert’s exploration into surrealism. His work also reflects the influence of three additional artists who he considers masters as well as mentors. The ironic and profound juxtapositions of images of the Belgian surrealist Magritte, the hauntingly mathematical and exacting graphics of M.C. Escher and the superb mastery of light and technique of Vermeer, have provided Vanderhorst with a visual and technical foundation upon which his canvases are built. “With my surrealism, I try to create imagery that makes demands and asks the viewer to participate,” says Rob. “The scenes can be confusing and troublesome but still impart an odd sense of cohesion and normalcy.”

Highly introspective or simply there to admire, Vanderhorst’s work is as thought provoking as you allow it to be. 

Nash the Slash

Accompanying the Vanderhorst collection will be the music of Nash the Slash.  

Nash composes and performs on electric violins, electric mandolins, drum machines, and synthesizers. He has been on the cutting edge of electronic music since the early 70s. He has also created his own independent music label, Cut-Throat Productions (a reference to his movie namesake), to retain control of his recorded output.

Juno nominee Nash the Slash, who is considered a contemporary rock music pioneer in the Canadian music industry, has been composing and performing music since 1975.  He has toured throughout Europe and North America and was recognized in Canada with a U-Know Award (later called CASBY) for best instrumental album.  

Nash the Slash has composed film scores for film’s including Bruce MacDonald’s cult hit film Roadkill and Highway 61.  

Additionally, Nash has scored music to such film masterpieces as Nosferatu, which he performed live in St. Petersburg, Russia and the Winnipeg Folk Festival in 2002, Lost World and The Cabinet of Dr. Calagari.
“I write the music to make things connect, thus enhancing the viewing pleasure of Robert Vanderhorst’s painting,” said Nash the Slash, “The Two Artists exhibit will showcase an incredible diversity of sound and sight all under one roof.”

Two Artists is an exciting opportunity for people to experience the unique genius of Vanderhorst and Nash the Slash.  Two Artists is a creative platform that will not only showcase these talented artists to the pubic, but will afford the public and art professionals the opportunity to learn about these extraordinary artists.

For more information on the Two Artists exhibit, please visit the website at www.twoartists.ca
The three individuals responsible for “Two Artists” are:

Robert Willem Vanderhorst, Nash the Slash, and Executive Producer Bruce Burgess.

Mr. Burgess is an avid art collector. Brought up surrounded by the Victorian art collected by his father, Bruce acquired a taste and ear for beauty and the unusual. “I’ve watched Robert paint every painting since The Dreamer (1984). His style is fine and animated. There’s a feeling of irony, satire, humour and tension.” says Bruce. 

Mr. Burgess helped form Two Artists after realizing that “Rob’s painting and Nash the Slash’s music truly complement one another. Listen closely to the music and go in for a closer look at one of the paintings and you’ll see exactly what I mean,” says Mr. Burgess. Truly passionate about the synergy of both artists, Bruce, as Executive Producer of Two Artists, sincerely believes that Vanderhorst and Nash are two of Canada’s truly talented artists.
